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 Recently, my wife and I were riding in the truck and she commented that it was 
hard to believe that next year, I will have been in the military for 20 years.  I reminded 
her that in May, I will have been commissioned for 19 years.  I remarked that it is funny 
how 19 years has flown by, yet it seems as if a deployment lasts forever.  I guess the old 
adage is true that “Time flies when you are having fun.” 
 I suppose that when we are doing something we don’t enjoy, or when we are 
separated from our loved ones, time just seems to drag on.  But when we are enjoying 
ourselves, it seems to go by before we realize it.   
 Several years ago, there was a Steve Martin movie, The Jerk.  At one point, the 
main character was talking to his girlfriend while she was sleeping and he enters into a 
long litany on how long it seems that they have been together.  He talked about how some 
days seemed longer and others shorter and some of them seemed like “regular days.”  
The bottom line is, when we are with those we care about, time passes quickly.  When we 
are away, it seems to drag on. 
 I think that is why the last 19 years have passed so quickly for me.  I have had the 
opportunity to be with Marines and Sailors and their families.  We have worked together 
and played together.  We have laughed and cried together.  We have deployed together 
and come home together.  It is this togetherness that has strengthened the bonds that hold 
us together as family. 
 I was shopping in town one day and saw someone I had not seen since we had 
served together in Okinawa.  He came up to me and said, “Didn’t we share a jail cell 
together at Camp Lejeune?”  I reminded him that it had actually been worse than that; it 
had been a GP tent in Korea.  We had together endured the mud, snow and cold of the 
Korean winter. 
 When we go through things together, it helps us to realize that we each know how 
the others feels.  We feel the same pain of separation and the same joy of reunion.  We 
don’t just sympathize; we empathize.  We don’t just feel for them, we feel with them.  
This is how we are able to make it through the difficult times.  We know that we are not 
truly alone.  We always have someone with us who understands. 
 When we get down to it, there is always someone who understands.  He feels with 
us and truly knows how we feel.  God has been with us since the beginning.  He goes 
with us through the painful times and we can rejoice with Him in the good times.  He 
never leaves us and promises to always sustain us.  When we draw close to Him, we 
know that we are never really alone. 
 Draw close to God.  Let Him prepare you for spending an eternity with Him.  It 
will be such a joyous and wonderful time that you will wonder just where the time went. 
 Semper Fi in the Lord and I hope to see you in Church on Sunday. 


